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the source of criminal agitation in Belgrade lives on un-
punished.18

THE POTSDAM CONVEKSATIONS, JULY 5 AND 6

This royal letter, together with Berchtold's completed
memorandum and postscript, were dispatched to Berlin
by Berchtold's confidential Foreign Office Secretary, Alex-
ander Hoyos, and then presented to the Kaiser by the
Austrian Ambassador, Count Szogyeny, at Potsdam on Sun-
day, July 5. According to Szogyeny's report of what took
place:

After I had brought it to the knowledge of Emperor
William that I had an autograph letter to deliver, I re-
ceived Their Majesties7 invitation to lunch today at noon
in the New Palace. I gave His Majesty the letter and the
accompanying memorandum. He read both documents in
my presence with the greatest attention. At first he assured
me that he had expected an earnest action on our part
against Serbia, but at the same time he must confess that
the statements of Our Majesty raised the prospect of a
serious European complication, and he therefore, wished to
give no definite answer until he had consulted with the
Chancellor.

After luncheon, when I again emphasized the serious-
ness of the situation, His Majesty authorized me to report
that in this case also we could reckon on Germany's full
support. He must, as he said before, first hear what the
Imperial Chancellor had to say, but he did not doubt at
all that Bethmann-Hollweg would agree with him com-
pletely. As regards any action on our part against Serbia,
he thought such action ought not to be delayed. Russia's
attitude would doubtless be hostile, but he had been pre-
pared for that for years, and even if it should com$ to a
war between Austria and Russia, we could be convinced
that Germany would stand by our side with her accustomed
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